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Synopsis

The final word on the language of urban planning and design. The Language of Towns & Cities is a
landmark publication that clarifies the language by which we talk about urban planning and design.
Everyday words such as "avenue," "boulevard," "park," and "district," as well as less commonly
used words and terms such as "sustainability," "carbon-neutral," or "Bilbao Effect" are used with a
great variety of meanings, causing confusion among citizens, city officials, and other
decision-makers when trying to design viable neighborhoods, towns, and cities. This magnificent
volume is the fruit of more than a decade of research and writing in an effort to ameliorate this
situation. Abundantly illustrated with over 2,500 photographs, drawings, and charts, The Language
of TownsA & Cities is both a richly detailed glossary of more than seven hundred words and terms
commonly used in architecture and urban planning, and a compendium of great visual interest.
From "A" and "B" streets to Zero Lot and Zeitgeist, the book is at once comprehensive and
accessible. An essential work for architects, urban planners, students of design, and all those

interested in the future of towns and cities, this is destined to become a classic in its field.
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Customer Reviews

The Language of Towns & Cities: A Visual Dictionary" by Rob Krier As a boy, | used to passionately
peruse the pages of Larousse , Brockhaus or Herder s Volkslexikon from my grandfather s
bookcase and felt as though | was holding all the knowledge in the world right there in my hands.

Topics followed one another in a colorful mix of rich illustrations. The alphabet skipped across the



subject fields, not rounding off chapters as textbooks do, but instead stringing together with cheery
exuberance everything worth knowing. One experiences the same joy of surprise the first time one
leafs through Dhiru Thadani s book. At first one thinks, Oh, an encyclopedia! before one realizes
that this would require an edition of several volumes. It remains succinct and tightly gathered,
delivering food for thought for young and old, for scholars, students and specialized professionals; it
s simultaneously informative and critical and is sometimes almost morally didactic, as Dhiru treats
his subject from the standpoint of a responsible teacher and enlightener. His subject is not a manual
for the care and repair of a machine, but instead deals with the technique of housing man in cities:
an eminently caring mission. Apart from historical information about cities, such as Rome, Paris,
Pienza, Chandigarh, New Delhi or Hong Kong, there are typological and morphological chronicles of
town squares and streets, right up to details of street crossings, traffic circles and paving patterns,
terraced houses, passages and arcades everything that s beautiful, arranged in alphabetical order.
There is no lack of biographies for distinguished urban planners, such as Daniel Burnham,
landscape architect Olmsted, or the metropolitan planner and statesman, Jefferson and, equally, for
urban critics and writers, such as Jane Jacobs and Lewis Mumford. He provides explanations and
design guidance for entire urban figures, such as Poundbury, Arcosanti, Auroville, Brandevoort or
Seaside and exemplifies the hierarchical order of centers, suburbs and districts, naming the built
contemporary models. He is not shy of interlacing values and ponders both the fashionable and
serious trends of present-day urban architecture. In doing so, this book does not become bogged
down in its lexical function, but instead also has a constructive and critically instructive appeal. It s
more than just a handbook, it is a guide. Rob Krier Berlin, April 2010 (Translation from German:
Cathal Whelehan) --Rob Krier

Dhiru A. Thadani is a practicing architect and teacher who has worked in North and South America,
Europe, and Asia, in urban design, town planning, architectural design, landscape design, and
construction management. LAGon Krier is a renowned architect who has taught architecture and
town planning at the Royal College of Art, London; Princeton University; Yale University; and the
University of Virginia. AndrA©s Duany is one of Americad ™s most influential architects and town

planners.

| am trained as a Landscape Architect and Urban Designer, this book (though | have just barley
gotten into it, it is HUGE) is a wealth of info that is applicable at many scales and across many

disciplines and all students of design (both literally students and professionals who like to gain



knowledge) would be well served from this book. Great images wide variety of topics great for LA’s,

Arch’s, UD’s, Planner’s... everyone should own this.

This book is full of important language and images. It is such a large book that | feel having 2
volumes would have been much more appropriate---even with a cost slightly higher for the extra
binding. Separate volumes would have made this book much more accessible vs. sitting down with
a 12 pound book on your lap.Get the book, check out all of the great work Thadani put into it--- and

use your desk.

This book is for students of urban design and regional planning, architects and developers, and
those with a need to refresh their knowledge before a public hearing. Competently written with many

supporting graphics. Have a table near by though; it's heavy and big.

Gorgeous book, would even work as a coffee table book. The information is useful, but could be

more complete. Extensive diagrams, scans well. Great for presentations.

One of the greatest urban design bible I've seen. Love it so much! A must have for designer.

Visually pleasing book - well set out easy to read and informativeA must for background information

a guidlinesA good coffee table addition

| began with the A Streets and in 3 days | found myself at Zeitgeist. | couldn’t put it down. The

graphics and photographs are precise demonstrations of the text. | could feel the love you have for
the built environment emanate from the informative descriptions, innovative suggestions and warm
reflections of your experiences in these places. Congratulations again on your salient work of form,

composition and enlightenment on the built environment.

Huge book with a great many graphics and limited words. However, the diagrams, graphs, and
pictures are not cool enough for designers. Nor are they systematic or useful enough for planners. If
you are interested in some of the topics, you probably need to do more research and turn to other
sources. As a "dictionary", the coverage of cities and countries are somehow biased, basically with

a focus on New Urbanism. The price is reasonable considering the volume.
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